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Comprehensive Master Plan Update

• Current Master Plan was completed in 1992 (13 years old)

• Address current planning issues in Franklin and the region

• Meet the State Smart Growth legislation

• Coordinate ongoing planning and development issues

• Map and address environmental issues

• Plan for the next 20 years

Why update the current Master Plan?

2 year planning process

41 Public meetings during the planning process

City website



PLANNING ISSUES
IN FRANKLIN



Evaluate traffic impacts and plan for future roads and 
improvements with the State and County



Preserve the environmental amenities and values of the 
community



Determine if sanitary sewer should be extended to the 
southwest



Coordinate development impacts with surrounding 
communities



Provide sound planning and standards for high-quality deve.



PUBLIC PARTICIPATION



Household survey



Planning 
Areas



Communicate Plans Effectively



Public Participation and Consensus Building



Public Participation and Consensus Building



PLANNING PROCESS
AND

SCHEDULE



Master Plan Update:  Project Approach

1. Review of Prior Studies and Orientation

2. Public Participation and Coordination  *

3. Kick-off Meeting

4. Visioning, Issues, Goals, and Objectives  *

5. Agricultural, Natural and Cultural Resources   *

6. Economic Development  *

7. Land Use  *

8. Housing  *

9. Transportation, Utilities, and Community Facilities  *

10. Intergovernmental Cooperation  *

11. Final Plan and Approval

*  Denotes required by Smart Growth legislation



Current Land Use Plan

Zoning Ordinance

Prior and Current Studies

1. Review of Prior Studies



2. Public Participation and Coordination Strategies

City is divided into 9 neighborhoods and 2 corridors

Neighborhood Listening Session and Visual 
Preference Survey

Neighborhood Review Session

Final Neighborhood Review Session

First Year:   

Planning Areas B, F, G, H, I

Second Year:  

Planning Areas A, C, D, E

Open House

Public Hearing

On-going Website Updates



In-person surveys to discuss a community’s 
development preferences



Listening Sessions and 
Visual Preference Survey

Planning Area B: September 19th

Planning Area H: September 21st

Planning Area F: September 26th

Planning Area I: September 28th

Planning Area G: September 29th

6:30 PM

Franklin Library –

Fadrow Room



4. Visioning, Issues,  Goals, and Objectives

Visioning, Issues, Goals, and Objectives

Issues and Opportunities Element

demographics

population trends

age distribution

household size

number of households

education levels

income levels

employment data

economic base, employers, and 
location of employment centers

3. Kick-off Meeting



5. Agriculture, Natural, and Cultural Resources
Natural Area Assessment and Recommendations

City-wide natural resource conditions & analysis

Identify sensitive resources limiting site 
development

Identify short and long-term issues affecting 
resources

Cultural and Historic Resources

Agricultural and Non-metallic Resources

Inventory and map soil conditions

Identify areas for conservation programs



6. Economic Development

Market Trend Analysis

Assessment of Franklin’s customer base

Identify new markets and City’s strengths

GIS modeling of economic data

Real Estate and Developer Interviews (6 to 
10)

Identify sites with immediate development 
opportunities

Economic Opportunities

Determine specific demand and customers

Real Estate Opportunities

Site specific opportunities



7. Land Use

Land Use Element

Integrate past and on-going planning studies

Map land uses

Recommend density scenarios

Build-out Analysis

GIS analysis to identify infill and development opportunities

Map “Potentially Developable Lands”

8. Housing Development

Housing Element

Determine future locations, densities and types of 
residential development



9. Transportation, Utilities, and Community Facilities

Transportation Analysis and Inventory

Evaluate and summarize state & regional plans

Inventory, map, and evaluate existing system

Transportation Recommendations

Identify future roads and connections

Wireless Communications Facilities

Develop short and long-term policies for siting

Community Facilities

Determine need and location for new facilities

Official map for the entire City



10. Intergovernmental Coordination and Implementation

Intergovernmental Coordination

Milwaukee County

SEWRPC

Surrounding communities

Implementation Strategy 

Phasing

Responsible parties

MMSD

School districts

Critical dates

Funding sources

11. Final Plan and Approval

Includes Public Hearing
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